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Bits from the Board 
Dear Guild Members, 

 

This is a very busy time for families, friends and the 

Guild. The Holiday Season is a wonderful time of the 

year! Thank you to the Waccamaw Arts and Crafts Guild 

Members for your support and promotion of events and 

offerings of the Guild. I encourage each member of the 

Guild to share the wonderful events the Guild has to 

offer, including our monthly meetings. 

Congratulations to the members juried into The Annual 

Juried Show. 

 

WACG promotes, encourages, supports, and shares with 

the community an appreciation of both Arts and 

Crafts. Please check out the many upcoming events 

associated with Guild: Art in The Park in November, 

the 28
th
 Annual Juried Show at the Museum, and the 

First Friday Art Walks and Holiday Extravaganza at 

Gallery 320 to name a few. 

 

The Guild will be collecting art supplies and personal 

items for youth at Sea Haven again this year. These 

supplies are so appreciated. 

 

I welcome all members to visit Gallery 320. 

Thank You for being a part of the Waccamaw Arts and 

Crafts Guild! Being a non-profit organization WACG 

relies on our volunteers and members to keep the Arts 

and Crafts growing. I wish all a wonderful Thanksgiving 

and Holiday Season. 

 

Keep creating, sharing and supporting each other! 

Connie Huddle 
 

 

2025 WACG Shows  

 

 

28
th

 Annual Juried Show 

Myrtle Beach Art Museum 

Now through December 21
st 

 

 

 

Art in the Park 

Valor Park, Market Common 

November 8
th

 & 9
th 

 

Monthly Member Meetings 
 

The monthly meetings are held the first Saturday of 

each month from September to May, with a new 

presentation each month. 

 

Our November members’ will be held on Saturday, 

November 1, 2025 at 320 Broadway Street, Myrtle 

Beach at 10:00am. 

 

This month’s presentation will be by Brigitte Nicol-

Messali. 

 

There will be a Board meeting immediately 

following. 
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November Meeting Presentation 
 

Our presenter this month will be Brigitte Nicol-

Messali, is a mosaic artist originally from France.  

Brigitte moved to the United States in 2001 and 

spent eight years living in the Middle East. Her 

artistic journey has been shaped by a deep study of 

mosaic techniques—from traditional to 

contemporary—through an extensive three-year 

education in the University Saint Joseph in Beirut, 

Lebanon.  

Brigitte’s mosaics have been shown internationally, 

with exhibitions in the U.S., Israel, and the U.K.—

including Artomatic in Virginia, Galleria Pall Mall 

in London, and in Washington DC in different 

places including the French Embassy and a solo 

exhibition at Swann House. During 4 years as a 

resident artist at Artists & Makers Studios in North 

Bethesda, she offered classes and workshops and 

executed projects with different schools. 

Messali notes: “A major part of my work is 

translating into mosaic the art of famous painters 

like Klimt, Van Gogh, or oriental artists. I also 

create my own original designs, drawing inspiration 

from textiles, linens, carpets, and china—blending 

shapes and colors to evoke a sensory experience of 

texture, scent, and music. My materials include 

glass tiles, gold and gold-based tesserae, Murano 

millefiori, mirrors, marble, stone, broken china, and 

more”. “Each piece is UNIQUE.” 

     

 

October Meeting Wrap 
 
Karen Jenkins brought some of her paintings and 

talked about her commission work and her travels, 

as well as her art journey. 

 

 
 

     
 
 

WACG’s 28th Annual Juried Show 
 

At the Myrtle Beach Art Museum 

October 28
th

 – December 21
st, 2025 

(Pick up of artwork will be on Monday, December 

22
nd

 from 9:30am – 12:30pm) 

 

On exhibit in this year’s show are 67 works of art 

by 40 different artists. There is a wonderful variety 

of art and fine craft that will be on display during 

this show. Here is a list of the show’s prize winners: 

 

Rebecca Randall Bryan Best in Show: 

Debanjana Bhattacharjee 

2nd Place: Polly Turner 

3rd Place: Norman Veit 

Honorable Mention: Natalie Chanel, Todd 

Stewart, Kathleen V. Stuart, Jen Dauberman, Lisa 

Gsell, Bobbie Berg, Cecilia Petro, Mary Steffen, 

Michelle McKDavis and Joe DiSabatino 

 

Please show your support for your fellow artists and 

visit the museum during the show’s run. 



Member News 
 

Clay Johnson has a one-man show entitled “The 

Color of Air”, Paintings by Clay Johnson in the 

Lowcountry Gallery at Brookgreen Gardens. 

 

The show runs now through November 23
rd

. 

 

      
               “Morning Path” Clay Johnson 

 

Gallery 320 Happenings 
Gallery Hours: 

November-February 

Mon-Sat: 10:00am to 5:00pm 

Sun: 12:00noon to 5:00pm 

 

SPREAD THE WORD AT GALLERY 320 
 

Our next Spread the Word theme: “Celebrate” 
 

Artwork will be set up in the Gallery on November 

20
th

 and voting will occur from November 21
st
 

through December 5
th

. The ballots and ballot box 

will be at the front counter.  

 

There will be a reception for “Celebrate” on the 

First Friday, December 9
th

 from 4-6pm. 

 

The Gallery will also be hosting a “Holiday 

Extravaganza” starting November 8
th

 which will 

feature items celebrating the holidays. This will be a 

great opportunity for you and your family and 

friends to get some holiday decorations for your 

home, as well as holiday gifts for everyone on your 

gift list this year. 

 

Coming up next year – a fashion show! More 

details will be coming on this event soon. 

F1rst Friday Art Walks 
 
Make plans to head out to the Gallery during Myrtle 

Beach’s F1rst Friday Art Walks. Local businesses 

host artists, live performances and musicians 

throughout the downtown area. Plus, downtown 

restaurants will feature dining specials during the 

event. It’s a great way to spend an evening with 

friends and family. 

 

These events are from 5pm-8pm on the first Friday 

of every month. 

      

 
Annual Donation to Sea Haven for Youth 
  

As the holidays are approaching, we begin to think 

about all that we’re grateful for, and how fortunate 

we are to have what many others don’t. It’s also the 

time of year for getting and giving gifts, and for 

donating gifts to causes that have meaning for us. 

  

Each year the Guild focuses it’s giving on a special 

group that serves our area, Sea Haven for Youth. 

This group helps "At-Risk Young People" who 

have had the good fortune to find their way to Sea 

Haven from awful circumstances. Sea Haven exists 

solely on donations from the public, and we have 

found that we, as a group, can help them in special 



ways. Art therapy allows the children (generally 

teenagers) to express their emotions, work out 

issues, and cultivate good thoughts. In that regard, 

we donate new and gently used art supplies and new 

supplies like drawing pads, canvas boards, etc. 

WACG members have been generous in the past, 

and we are once again asking for your generosity. 

  

Along with art supplies, we also donate new or 

gently used clothing for boys and girls as most of 

the young people arrive with little more than the 

clothes on their backs. Non-perishable food items 

and personal care items are also needed. 

  

We pitch this to our members each year because we 

believe in Sea Haven and the work that they do. It is 

clear that these young people are getting a chance to 

turn their lives around, and that they appreciate 

everything that is done to help them. 

  

If you can, please bring donations to one of the next 

two Saturday meetings, November 1
st
 or 

December 6
th

, at Gallery 320, 320 Broadway 

Street, Myrtle Beach from 10:00am to 11:30am. 

We will be collecting the items during those 

meetings and will be delivering them in December 

to the facility. You can also delivery donations the 

WACG table at the November Art In the Park 

event, at the cement slab, November 8
th

 and 9
th

 

between 10:00am and 4:00pm. If you can't make 

any of these days/times and would like to donate, 

you can drop your donation off at Gallery 320 

during any of its open hours. 

 
Open Studio with Live Model 
 

 
 

If you are interested in improving your drawing 

and/or painting skills, we are now offering a regular 

1x per week open studio with a live model at our 

new Guild home!  (model will be dressed/clothed) 

All artists who want to improve the observational 

and rendering accuracy to produce more realistic 

and interesting portraiture, figurative art, still life 

and even landscape art.   

When: Weekly 

Wednesday evenings, 5pm – 7pm   

 

Where: Waccamaw Arts & Crafts Guild 

320 Broadway St, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 

 

Materials you should bring: your medium(s) of 

choice  

 

Cost: $15 for members and $25 for non-members 

(cash at door) 

 

Kevin Anderson will be facilitating the event.  If 

you have any questions, please reach out to Kevin 

directly (text is best) cell: 404.990.8008 

Email: kanderson.artist@gmail.com 

 

Mosaic Workshops 
 

Member Brigitte Nicol-Messali is teaching three 

different workshops November and December.  

 
 

Mosaic Mirror - a 2-day 

workshop: 

Thursdays and Fridays: 

November 13
th

 and 14
h
, 2025 

December 11
th

 and 12
th

, 2025 

 

 

                      
 
Mosaic Fish or Butterfly - a 1-day workshop: 

Tuesdays 

(choose either the fish or butterfly for your project) 

November 18
th

, 2025 

December 16
th

, 2025 

 

See website workshop page https://wacg.org/events-

myrtle-beach/upcoming-workshops/ for flyers and 

registration information. If you have any questions 

about these, please contact Brigitte Nicol-Messali 

at: themosaicbox@gmail.com 

 

mailto:kanderson.artist@gmail.com
https://wacg.org/events-myrtle-beach/upcoming-workshops/
https://wacg.org/events-myrtle-beach/upcoming-workshops/
mailto:themosaicbox@gmail.com


 Current & Upcoming Shows & Exhibits 
 
28th Annual Waccamaw Arts & Crafts Guild 

Juried Art Exhibition 

October 28 – December 21, 2025  

 

            
            Rebecca Randall Bryan Best in Show 

              “The Storytellers of the Forest” 

                  Debanjana Bhattacharjee 

 

The Myrtle Beach Art Museum was conceived by a 

small but visionary group of local art enthusiasts, 

among them a group of artists formed in the late 

1960s called the Waccamaw Arts & Crafts Guild. 

Beginning in the spring of 1969, a pattern of art 

exhibitions was established that continues today. To 

honor the integral role that the Guild played in the 

Museum’s establishment, the Museum proudly 

hosts the Guild’s annual juried art exhibition. A 

diverse array of media in both two and three-

dimension, all completed by local artists within the 

past two years, is on exhibit through December 21
st
. 

 

Alex Powers | Piece of Mind 

October 4, 2025 – February 15, 2026 

Alex Powers (1941-2020) was born in Coeburn, VA 

and, in 1970, moved to Myrtle Beach, SC. Over the 

course of his 50-year career, Powers exhibited his 

work internationally, winning numerous awards, 

including the prestigious American Watercolor 

Society Gold Medal (1997). In 2010, the Myrtle 

Beach Art Museum honored him with a solo 

exhibition titled alex powers: inquiries, which 

celebrated two decades of his work. 

 

Ashlyn Pope | A History of Moving Forward II 

October 7, 2025 – February 15, 2026 

Contemporary ceramic, textile and printmaking 

artist Ashlyn Pope takes us on a powerful visual 

journey through the trials of her Gullah ancestral 

history, the traumas of which have coded 

themselves deep within the artist’s psyche. Pope 

explains, “As a young woman descended from the 

enslaved Africans in America, my body holds 

memories of my life while also recalling 

unconscious memories and responses imparted 

upon me by my ancestors. Although my mind 

cannot recall specific memories of my ancestors, 

my body has become in tune with the experiences 

my ancestors have gone through.” And, in turn, 

learned reactions like fear, anger, sadness and 

survival have become embedded in her response 

system. A History of Moving Forward II is Pope’s 

effort of dealing with this deep-rooted trauma: by 

going through the pain of it so as to overcome it and 

start envisioning a new future for generations to 

come – free from those built-in responses of dread, 

fury and grief. 

Members Who Teach 
 

Susan Duke – watercolor, gouache & all water 

media, all skill levels.   Tuesdays 10-12:30, her 

studio, 637 Grissom Pkwy, MB (at the corner of 

Hwy 501 and Grissom Pkwy).  Wednesdays  9:30-

12:30 at B&C Art Museum.  Call (843)251-3877 or  
susanduke.artist@yahoo.com 

 

William H. Miller 

 
Private & Group Painting Lessons 
2 hour Sessions in Acrylic, Watercolor, Abstract, 

Drawing, Creativity, Mixed Media and more. Can 

schedule mutually agreed times. ($50 per person, no 

supplies, $60 includes supplies) - Generally 

Available Mornings & Evenings, Saturdays. 

 
Business of Being An Artist Mentorship 

Artistic Mentorship; learning how to sell, price and 

market your art. Cultivate more collectors, set 

artistic goals, build a series and attract a gallery. 

Can schedule mutually agreed times. $50 per 

session. 
  



Custom Painting Parties, Vision Board Sessions, 

and Artsy Events 
Contact William H. Miller for details. 

William H. Miller Studios & Fine Art 

Artists on 8th Ave 

The Arts Grand Strand 
702 8

th
 Ave. N. 

Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 

843-444-3213 Studio Phone 

843-410-9535 Studio Voicemail 

214-632-2809 Cell (ok to call or text) 

whimdesigns@gmail.com 

 

Brigitte Nicol-Messali teaches mosaics, and 

will be teaching a number of workshops at the 

Gallery. For more information, contact Brigitte at: 

themosaicbox@gmail.com. 

 
Our Sponsors 
 

They support us - please support them.  They are 

also really good at what they do.  WACG is 

proud to be associated with each of them. 

Horry Georgetown Homebuilders Association – 

Is your contractor a member?  WACG is allowed to 

participate in 2 HGHBA Home Shows per year.   

 

Prestige Art & Frame (formerly Myrtle Beach 

Art & Frame) – great quality frames at low prices. 

Member Discounts.  Call Brad at (843) 236-4370 

Two locations – 3261 Waccamaw Blvd., Myrtle 

Beach, SC 29579 & 5200 C Hwy. 17 Bypass, 

Murrells Inlet, SC  29576. 

 

Three Ring Focus – web design and marketing – 

create & host our website. 1925 Mr. Joe White 

Ave., Myrtle Beach, SC  

 

Ameriprise Financial Services – good advice and 

good results – improving Guild finances. 

Linda Rabon & Aaron Neal 

900 Main Street, Suite C, Conway, SC  29526  
 

Jerri-Bob’s Mail Services – printing, packing, 

mailing & shipping.  Member Discounts. 1413 

Hwy. 17 S, Surfside Beach, SC 29575  
 

 

 

Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce – Member 

Discounts – at various businesses around town. 

Office Depot – discounted office supplies & 

printing.  9678 Hwy 17 Bypass S, South Strand  

Commons, Surfside Beach 
 

Esther Sharp – thanks to this very generous 

member of our guild for her support. 

 
 
This organization is funded in part by the South 
Carolina Arts Commission which receives support 
from the National Endowment for the Arts. 

 
A Final Note -  
 

We are thrilled that our Guild and Gallery are 

growing and improving at an amazing pace. But 

that doesn’t just magically happen – it takes a lot of 

time and effort to keep things running smoothly, 

and a lot of our members have been giving just that. 

 

However, we can always use more help. The Board 

has been hard at work planning various committees 

we would like to see formed and, in the coming 

weeks, we’re going to be sending out some calls for 

volunteers to help fill those committees. 

 

Please consider volunteering if you have some free 

time. The more volunteers we get, the more 

smoothly and efficiently the committees will be 

able to reach their goals. 

 

Best Regards, 

Leslie Danklefs 

Show & Communications Director 

 

PS – Remember, as members, we will advertise 

your classes in our newsletter as a free service to 

you as a member.  You may also send information 

on festivals and special events.  Send your 

information to wacg@wacg.org.  We will get it 

posted.  We will run regular ads until you change it 

or cancel it. Special events run 1 time. 

We also want to know about members with needs, 

health issues or that may need a kind word.  This is 

your newsletter and we are here to serve our 

members. We care about you. 

 

mailto:whimdesigns@gmail.com
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Rebecca Randall Bryan 

Best in Show 

 
Debanjana Bhattacharjee 

The Storytellers of the Forest 
Oil on Panel 

 
Honorable Mentions 

 
Natalie Chanel 

Ethos of the Forest 
Dried Naturals 

 

 
Jen Dauberman 

The Blur Between 
Cyanotype 

 

 
Cecilia Petro 

Night of a Thousand Candles 
Charcoal and Pastel 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2nd Place 

 
Polly Turner 
Night Heron 

Acrylic on Canvas 

 
 
 
 

Honorable Mentions 

 
Todd Stewart 

Elephant in Oils 
Oils on Canvas 

 

 

 
Lisa Gsell 

The Sunbather 
Jewelry 

 

 

 
Mary Steffen 

Through the Magic Lanterns,  

41.0082N 
Oil & Cold Wax on Canvas 

 
 

 
 

3rd Place 

               
Norman Veit 

Birds of a Feather 
Wood 

 

Honorable Mentions 

 
 

Kathleen V. Stuart 
In the Gloaming 

Fiber 
 

           
Bobbie Berg 

A Touch of Dusk 
Acrylic 

 

 
Michelle McKDavis 

Ambiguous Persephone 
Oil on Canvas 

 

 
Joe DiSabatino 

Blue Mood 
Acrylic on Canvas 


